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A juſt andSolemn 
Proteftation and Remonſtrance 
Lord Major, Aldermen, Sheriffs,,Common-Coun " 
cel-men, and other Citizens and Freemen of 
Lords and Commons that now lit. 

N76 E the Lord Major, Aldermen, Sheriffs, Common. 

a. © a 

Ns the City of Londox, who have exhauſted our 

ne eltates, adventured our lives, loſt our blood, and 
ons indefatigably contributed our «tmoſt labors, trea ſures 
travails, counſels prayers, & endevors to maintainthe honor, 
them 1n their greate## ſtraits, aſſiſting them with onr purſes 
and forces, when few elſe would own or ſtand by them, and 
their defence,who elſe had been ſwallowed up and deſtroyed 
by their Prelaticall , Popiſh , Malignant enemies fundry 
which faithfwull Services, and real teſtimonies of our moſt 
cordiall affe tions towards them (which they have frequently 
upon ſundry occaſions, and remonſtrated to the world in 
divers printed Ordinances and Delarations.) We did at leaſt 
enlargement of all Onr ancient Hereditary freedoms, privi- 
ledges, rights, Franchiſes and Cuſtoms ever conltantly en. 
till the laſt year, confirmed by Magna (harta it ſelf,Chap.g. 
which enacts, That che City of Londen ſhall' have all the old 
entayled co us and our Szcceſſors for ever,. by many /ucceſ- 
ſive Charters and Atts of Parliament of moſt of the noble 


(3) 
OF THE 
London , againſt two late Ordinances of the 

councel-men, and other Citizens and Freemen of 

for eight years ſpace together day and night upon all occafi- 
freedoms and ſafety of both houſes of Parliament; & ſtood by 
hazarded rheloſs of all that is dear and precious to us for 
times ere this, and brought to utter defolation ; For all 
and gratefully wy ng both in the How/es and City 
expe a free and full enjoyment, if not a confirmation and 
joyed by us and o:r Predeceſſors from before.the Congue#, 
Liberties and Cuſtoms Which it hath been u ed to have; and 
A 2 Kings 
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Kings of England, as well before as ſmce p, which neither ſo 
one nor both Howe} of Parliament, intheir fulleſt and freeſt hi 
condition, have or can pretend to have any juſt or la\yfull pow- ho 
er tO repeal or diminiſh in the leaft degree, without our own ar 
conſents or deſires, and the K:z25 concurrence thereunto by fa 
an Att of Repeal;much leſs whules under the af#a/! force and ar 
oner of di/obedient mutizous Army,wbo have forcibly in- a 
priſoned, excluded and driven away moſt of their Members. th 
But in ſtead thereof we finde (to our deepe#t grief and aſts- th 
niſhment) a moſt ingratefull, and diſhonor able requitall of all N 
our former faithfulneſr,love, bounty and ſervices, not by the as 
gexerality of the Members of both Howſes(whoſe favors and al 
{incere affe tions towards us, in ſtudying to preſerve and en- Vi 
large our Priviledges, Franchiſes aud Charters upon all oc- th 
caſions and Trearzes with his A{ajeſty, we ſhall ever grate- pe 
fully acknowledg)burt only of a /mzall inconſiderate party in: a 
the Houſes,wholly acted and ſwayed by a Zeſwitical and Ana- ki 
baptiſtical powerfull party in the eLrm»y, who have a long pt 
fime made it their principal ſtudy and Maſter-piece,to rend 
and diſengage the {ry and Hoxſes from, and daſh them in u 
pieces one againſt another and divide theminto- fattions and 
frationsamong themſelves, whereby to- exſlave and rxine th 
them both, and by their {avery and ruines to make way for fo 
their own ambitions deſigns,and intended Greatneſs an Ty- ( 
ranny, far more intolerable and grievous then any we or our of 
—_— {ormerly ſuſtained under tbe worſt of all our kings; L 
which chey have no hopes to accompliſh, whiles the Hoſes ar 
and City enjoy their ancient Priviledges, Freedoms, and pr 
continue cordially united : and therefore have at this preſent [7 
moſt perfsdionſly and trayterouſly endevored to captivate and or 
enſlave, not only the King, but both Houſes of Parliament, W 
and the City together gre. them. the whole. X ingdom and or 
Engliſh Nation. For which erid and purpoſe, having brought pl. 
up the whole Army to London and Weſtminſter, contrary j:0 m: 
the Houſes Order;and quartered many of them in and abouc th 
the'(" i, inthe principal ptaces of ſtrength and advantage, 7 
beyond our expectation, and contrary to their ow Engage. A 
Y went £0 us; ſeiſed upon our Treaſuries and Hall) ; impfi ſa 
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ſoned one of ont Sheriffs, though a Member, and carried: 
him caprive out of our liberties ; and by armed:power- anda 
horrid force upon both Houſes, moſt injutiouſly impriſoned, - 
and forceably kept out, and driven away all or moſt of their 

faithfull Members admiting none to fit, but only ſuch who 
are corfederate with them in theſe their Treaſonable deſigns, 
and char under their force and impoſed Gnards to over-awe 
them ; They have on the 18 and 2 of December laſt;cauſed 
theſe their Confederates(who uſurp and rake upon them the 
Name and Anthority of the r1Wv Howſes of Parliament,wben 
as in truth, they are and have been xeither, and no How/e s at 
all ever ſince their being under ſuch a+ vi#ble force , and 
violent reſtraint and ſecluſion of the greateſt Number of. 
their Members from thence by the Officers & Armies armed 
power,contrary tothe #3dowbreq known Rights, Privileages 
and freedom Of Parliament, which they, we, and the whole 
kingdom and Army are —_ by Covenant inviolably to 
preſerve) to make and publiſh rwo Printed Papers: 
- The firſt whereof they ſtyle, 
eAn Ordinance of the Lords and Commons aſſembled in 
Parliament for the chooſing of Common Conncel-men, and c- 
ther officer s Within the City of London, and liberties. thereof 
for the year enſuing,The ſkcond,an Ordinance of the Lords & 
(commons aſſembled in Parliament : concerning the Eleftion 
of Common. Councel-men, and other Officers in the City of 
London. Wherein among other things they do Declare 
and Ordaine ; That no perſon whatſoever that hath been tm- 
priſoned or that aid ſubſcribe or abet to the Treaſonable en- 
carement (as they tearmit) in 1647, or that did aid, affiſt, 
or abet the late T umnult Within the Cities of London and 
Weſtminſter, or the Counties of Kent, Efſex, Middelſex, 
or Surrey ſhall be elefted, choſen, or put intothe Office and 
place of Lord Major, Alderman, Aldermans Deputy, Cons- 
mon Conncel-men, or into any Office or place of truſt Within 
the City for ſpace of 6ne whole year, or be capable to give his 
voyce for the choſing any perſon to any the Offices aforeſaid. 
And it us thereby further Ordained by the Authority afore- 
ſaid (though null and void) That if any perſon or perſons 
| compre- 


comprehended under the fer al exceptions, being choſen, 
ſoall preſume to ſit in the court of Aldermen, (ommon-Coun- 
cell, &c. or toexecate any of the aforeſaid Offices contrary to 
the true intent of this Ordinance, ſhall forfeit the ſum of ty 
hundred pounds, the one halfe whereof ſhall be within twenty 
dayes paid unto him or them that ſhall make proof thereof, and 
the other Moyety to be paid wnto the Treaſurers appointed by 
Parliament for the uſe and relief of the maimed Sonldiers ; 
And it hereby. declared ; That all ſuch eletttons are null 
and void, and the Lord Major for the time being us hereby 
required from time to time to give order, that this Ordinance 
be publifhed at all eleftions, and that the ſame be ſtrifth 
and punduolly ebſerved, as alſo by affording the liberty of 
Pole, it being required by any of the Elettors preſent ; And 
for the better execution of this preſent Ordinance be it further 
ordained, T hat the Lord Mayor of London, the Sheriffs,and 
Aldermen , and 7uſtices of Peace Within the ſaid City of 
London, or any to of them ſhall, and are hereby authorized 
and required to commit ro priſon all ſuch perſons, as after 
due proof upon oath to be made unto them, or any two of then 
of any perſon that ſhall make any difturbance at any eleflion, 
contrary to this Ordinance , and to leavy the ſaid fine of 
twe hundred pounds by diſtreſſe, and ale of the goods of the 
perſon ſo offending contrary to this Ordinancee, 
Which pretended Ordinances, bxing made ard puvliſhed by 
Confedracy 2s aforeſaid, whiles both H-»ſes remained under 
the anparalleld, force of the Officers and Army, who have levy» 
ed open war againſt them,and violently impriſonedgex: lud:d and 
driven away mo#t of the Adembers, and end: avonr to diſſolue 
the Parliament, and tending wholly to alievate our aff-Aions 
from, and engage us againit the Par{iamnr, to deprive us 
of our undoubte "vis am Lib:riier, Freedoms, Franchiſes 
31d Caomes, confirmed aud (cried upon us by fo many Rey- 
#'l Charters and As of Parliaments, and enj yed alwaycs 
b} our Predeceſſors under the woilt of Kings and Tyrants ; to 
ſi>vert the whole Government, Magiſtracy and Freedom of 
che City, and to put us into preſ-nt confuſion and mutinies, that 
ſ. chey might thereupon take advantag: to el ar, ane * and 
frop 
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&ftroy us at their pleaſures : We do therefore ia this our great 
extremity and perplexity, which ſo nearly concernes the pre- 
ſent Government, weal, ſafety, and very life and being both of 
City,P ar liament nod Kingdow, here touſly and unanimauC. 
ly Proreft befoxe-the all. ſeeing God, Angels and men, 
That theſe two protended Ordinances, being made oy Confedera» 
cy as aforeſaid while both Howſes lay under ſo great a force, 
and moſt Members were viokently excluded and forced thenee, 
(there being at the paſſing of them not above 3, or 4. Lords, 
and 45. Commons at molt preſent, and they under the forced 
guards of the Army) are in themſelves meer nal, void and mr. 
obligatory to us and all others, to all intents and purpaſes, aud 
were and are declared to be ſo, at the very time of their making, 
by the - Ordinance of both Howſer of the 20 of Auguſt 1647 
made by thoſe very Members who paſſed theſe two pretended 
Ordinances, And that all e{r ions of any Officers what(ocv: 
within the ſaid City and Liberties, wherein any of us have- 
been deprived of our Voyces and Freedoms by colour of either of 
tieſe rwo Ordinances are meerly mel and voidto. all intents. 
And we further hereby in like maner declare and prorcf, that 
the fore mentioned chauſes contained in theſe pretended Or- 
dinances (though the Houſes had been never fo replcat and 
free when paſſed) which deprives us of the «wndoub:ed liberty 
1nd freedom of owr voices in clefting our officers ; diſables 
any perſons ele t:d by us to bear any office When elefted, and which 
tbe declaye the ſaid eleFlions void, impoſong a forfeiture of two 
hundred poxnd wpon ſuch Who ſhall in the leaft degree ex:cate any 
truſt or office to Which we ſhall eleft bim, tobe lewyed by if reſſe 
and ſale of his goods ; and giving authority to the Lord Mayor, 
Aldermen, pol. Fuſtices of Peace Within rhe City, to imopriſen all 
ſuch perſons, (who coming to give their voices, orclaiming 
and maintaining their freedom and the Cities) ſbal make any 
tfturbance at any ele ion contrary to theſe Orduan- 
ce: { though never ſo faithful to the Parkawent, and aftive 
in their ſervice heret ; arelikewiſe void and null in theww« 
ſelves, and the bigheſft and moſs tyranical 
liberties, franchiſes, Perſons, eft ates and in our ele im 
-,. that the heads of our profeſſed enemies could invent, and 
molt contrary to all the Howſes former Profeſſions, Rexwon- 


Praxcer, Declarations, premiſes, and engagements, and - _ 
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' ſolrmn League aud Covenant, to defend avd protef. our liked 
nies, franchiſes, cuſtom: rights: and freedows, yen contrary wy 
NE ng Lawes jar + the land ; the many. 
fold Charters and Afts of Parliament made from time'yg.” 
time, for the confirmation of our Gufteme, Liberties, ang” 
Freedoms in the Eleftions of ous Officers j and to the®prigy. 
Statute of 3 Zdv. 1, c.5. Which enaRts, That af Eleftiong 
onght tabe frees and that no great man, nor other by force of 
Ar ms Of mendnng » foall diſturb any ro make free ElcRiew | | 
(much lefſe by menacing Ordinances, Fines and Impriſon, 
ments ;) which Sir Edward Cook in his Commentary = 
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on (printed by both Houſes ſpeciall Authority ) affirms 
proves to be the Common Law of England, and th: Subj © 
Birth-right, And contrary to the Statutes of Aſagns Chares 
£429. SeEa.3.0.9. 25-Ed.364. 28, E6.34.3. 37-Ed.3.c.1% | 
42. E.3. c. 3. and the Petition of Right ; tor detence whereof 
we have in our ſeven lalt yeers Fars, expended fo many mils! 
Lions'of Treaſure, and lolt tuch ſtreams of gallast Engl bleed, © 
And finally, we do. hereby una y_ further declare and 
proteſt, That notwithſtandiog theſe pretended void Ordinga 
cer, or any other pf this natwre, made in derogation of our . 
juit Frauchiſes, Rights, Liberties, Cuſtomer und ancient Goo, 
vernment, weare reſolved, according to our oaths as Citizens * 
and Freemen of London, and according to our ſolemn League 
and Covenant, as Chriſtians and Freemen of England, through, | 
Gods aſſiſtance, to,the utmoſt of our powers and, abilities, © 
with our lives and eftates conſtanily andioviolably to maine, | 
tain, defend, and preferye our jult Hereditary Freedom and; * 
right of elefling all our Gity officers, whatſocver, acordingto, 7 
our ancient and uninterrupted Charters, Cuſtoms, Alt; and. © 
Uſages, with all other our undoubted Francbi/er, Liberties: 
Privileeget , Rights and Cyftoms left unto us by our Anceſtorny; | 
(eſpecially in theſe times of ſo. much contdting for commen.” 
Liberry and Freedows-; ) and will protc& and defend the (ame; 3 
2g2inſt all Invaſion and Encroachwent of any «ſured, arbitres; 
ry and tqyemnical (Parliamentary or other) power whatſots); 
ver. In witnefſe whereof we have thought meet to publiſlk 
this our Declaration and Proteſtation to allthe' world, + 7« 
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